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Welcome to the 6th LCCN newsletter. These come to you regularly with updates on what the Network is doing, other developments and, if you tell us, what you're doing. We're keen to find contributors who could send us an update (monthly?) on whats happening in their region that may be of interest elsewhere. And please forward this to anyone who may be interested, reminding them that they can get their own copy at www.lowcarboncommunities.net 
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Bovey Climate Action Update
Thanks to Bovey Climate Action for their news on clothing and fashion below. We get lots of national news but would like more of your local news too!
Bovey Climate Action is based in the small town of Bovey Tracey, on the edge of Dartmoor. Well into its 4th year, our membership is over 300 and growing, and we are still finding enjoyably challenging ways to fight climate change!
In August we held our 2nd Green Street Fair, this time with a Fashion Footprints theme. We've been inspired by CCANW's (the Centre for Contemporary Art in the Natural World) work on Fashion Footprints and we're joining them in raising awareness about our huge fashion carbon footprint. Here are some pretty shocking facts:

· In 2009, women brought nearly 3 times as many garments as they brought in 1999. 

· We don't even wear 20% of the clothes that we buy. 

· Two million tonnes of textiles go into UK landfills every year. 

· In 1970, t-shirts and top cost around £2-10 each. They cost much the same now, but as we now earn around10 times as much money, we buy far more. 

· Clothes are very cheap now, because almost all of them are made in countries with very low wages and living standards. 

· Wool is proberly the most sustainable fibre there is; less than a hundred years ago, it was a valuable product. Now, because we prefer oil-based, man-made fabrics, a sheep's fleece is only worth about £1 - the cost of having it sheared. 

· Our modern textile industry is one of the biggest sources of greenhouse gasses on Earth. 

· Even the growing and processing of natural fibres causes pollution! Growing cotton needs vast amount of water. irrigating cotton is causing acute water shortages in many poor countries. 

· Man-made fabrics are made from petro-chemicals. Did you know that you're probably wearing oil? 

· If you 'shop till you drop', you're probably making climate change worse.... 

Well, what can we do about it, and still look good?
· Choose your clothes carefully and look after them - you can enjoy them for years! 

· Try to buy organic wool, cotton and linen 

· Get a basic sewing kit, so that you can sew on buttons and mend your clothes. 

· Find out how to make, alter and remake your clothes, so that you can always look cool! 

· Try Charity Shops for fantastic bargins with tiny footprints. 

· Look on our website to find out more!
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Whittington residents slash fuel cost with smarter driving
With fuel prices at near record levels, residents in a local parish are making big savings on driving costs with help from Whittington and Fisherwick Environment Group.
With funding from Energy Saving Trust, Whittington and Fisherwick Environment Group have been able to organise an advanced ‘smarter’ driving course for local residents.
With the techniques learnt drivers can achieve savings of up to 15% on driver’s fuel consumption – a significant cash benefit. Smarter driving also has safety benefits as well as reducing vehicle wear and tear and, importantly, helping to reduce CO2 emissions
The Energy Savings Trust explained from their experience with previous courses ‘that one-to-one tuition is by far the most effective way to learn the techniques. Just one short 50 minute lesson can achieve impressive results’.
Whittington drivers who took part at the weekend completed a circuit twice - before and after training. Their mpg was measured for both circuits so that drivers could see for themselves how much they saved.  Each driver has presented with a certificate showing their percentage reduction in fuel consumption and stating how much money this would save over a year.
Whittington residents who took part were delighted and quickly saw great benefits. One of the participants said:
“I was amazed by the difference in fuel economy that was achieved with such small differences in driving. We went out to lunch in Solihull on Sunday and my mpg on the drive there and back was 67.6mpg against my normal average of about 48. This was a really interesting and informative event – and fun too. Thanks to WFEG for organising it.”
The Chairman of WFEG, Mike Kinghan, encouraged everyone to pass on what they had learnt : “This is the first time we have done this and it’s been a terrific success. We are running it again on Saturday 18th
September and will put on further courses if there is demand. There is a small charge of £10 for Whittington and Fisherwick residents and £20 for people living outside the Parish to help cover our costs.’
For further information or to enquire about availability please contact Mike by email at mike@wfeg.org.uk
or by phoning 01543 432238. 
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Funding cuts to affect action on climate?
While many are concerned about the axing of the Sustainable Development Commission, the Sustainable Schools strategy and other initiatives, there’s also real concern about cuts in energy research. This article from the Guardian highlights why we should be concerned:www.guardian.co.uk/environment/
Sea levels and temperatures keep rising
Britain's coasts have become cleaner but sea levels and temperatures are rising due to climate change, a government report said on Wednesday.
The five-year study by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) examined how climate change has affected sea levels and temperatures, species in the sea and pollution.
The report includes evidence from government agencies, industry, non-governmental organizations and academics. Defra said there were "significant improvements" since its last report in 2005. Many estuaries are cleaner, which has increased the variety and number of fish species.
Fish stocks have improved but many fish are still caught in an unsustainable way.
However, the average sea level around Britain's coast rose by about 1.4 millimeters (mm) during the 20th century, slightly less than the global level which increased by about 1.7 mm a year. The British rise has not always been steady -- in the 1990s, it went up by 3 to 4 mm each year. If this trend continues, risks of flooding increase and species could be affected, the report said. The annual sea surface temperature also increased by 0.5-1.0 degree centigrade from 1870 to 2007, which affects the balance of species. Cold-water fish like cod are retreating, while warm-water fish like seabass and red mullet are spreading. 
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Renewables are leading the way on new power generation
The building of new renewable energy sources continued to outstrip new fossil fuel power plants in Europe and the US during 2009, a report has shown. The UN-backed study said renewables accounted for 60% of new electricity generation capacity in Europe.And in the US, green electricity accounted for more than half of the generation capacity built last year.
The authors added that renewables were set to outpace conventional energy sources across the globe next year.The global status report, produced by the Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st Century (REN21), said green power had reached a "clear tipping point" during 2010.
"Renewables comprised fully one-quarter of global power capacity and delivered 18% of global electricity supply in 2009," it stated in its review of the preceding 12 months.
The authors said the year was "unprecedented in the history of renewable energy, despite the headwinds posed by the global financial crisis, lower oil prices and slow progress with climate policy".
One of the forces propelling the sector's strong showing, they added, was the "potential to create new industries and millions of new jobs".
The findings also showed that emerging economies were also embracing the new technologies, especially China, which added 37 gigawatts (GW) of renewable power capacity last year - more than any other nation in the world.  China was also capitalising on the global market for green energy products, manufacturing about 40% of the worlds photovoltaic panels and 30% of the globe's wind turbines (up from 10% in 2007). 

Over to you!
Have you got news that ought to be in this newsletter? Email us at news@lowcarboncommunities.net
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